
DSN 354-6795    CIV 09721-96-6795 

NEWSLETTER 

I n s i d e  t h i s  
N e w s l e t t e r  

y o u  w i l l  f i n d :  

E n v i r o n m e n t a l  
S e r v i c e s  w e  

p r o v i d e :  

U
S

A
G

 

S
C

H
W

E
I
N

F
U

R
T 

¶ Environmental 

Management 

System 

¶ Environmental 

Compliance 

Training and 

Assistance 

¶ Hazardous 

Material/ 

Hazardous Waste 

Management 

¶ Natural and 

Cultural 

Resources 

Management 

If you have any 

questions, please 

contact us at 354-

6795 or  

environmental -

usag -schweinfurt -

dpw@eur.army.mil  

We can assist you 

with any occurring 

environmental issue 

or question! 

¶ Energy Saving 

Tips 

¶ Spill Response in 

Housing Areas 

¶ Halloween-

Symbol: The Bat 

¶ Hedgehog - the 

Super Nose 

¶ Transition in HW 

Collection 

Volume 5 - October 2012  

Energy Saving Tips  

¶ Turn off the lights and other electronically devices (e.g. computer, monitors, TV, stereo) if not in use.  

¶ Replace incandescent bulbs with compact fluorescent bulbs (energy saving lights). 

Remember: Beginning 1 September 2012, no more incandescent bulbs will be 

produced in Europe! 

¶ Never heat or cool a room with the window or door open to reduce the amount of 

heating and cooling needed. 

¶ Make sure radiator or (built in) AC unit is adjusted correctly. 

¶ Turn off the heating completely when you want to air the room.  

Open the windows wide! Afterwards turn the heating on again. 

¶ Replace loose or worn out gaskets on freezer and fridge doors. 

¶ Make sure that freezers are defrosted regularly (frost thicker than ½ inch ). 

¶ Choose the right temperature for your fridges (45 °F) & freezers (0 °F). 

¶ Only use your dishwasher and washing machine when fully loaded. 

¶ When buying electrical devices, look for Energy Labels (e.g. Energy Star). 

 

Call the Service Order Desk  (DSN 354-6342 or 09721-966342): 

Ÿ For installation of occupancy sensors in storage areas, rest 

rooms, and conference rooms. 

Ÿ For cleaning of dirty light fixtures or having bulbs replaced. 

Ÿ For repairing radiator thermostats if heating can no longer be 

adjusted. 

Ÿ For fixing air leaks such as: 

ī cracked caulking around windows, doors, and exterior joints. 

ī defective or missing weather stripping around doors windows.  

ī air leakage around electrical outlets. 

Spill Response in Housing Areas  
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You definitely do not want your parking lot to look like the one in the photo! Leaking oil or fuel does not only 

make the pavement unsightly, it can also harm our groundwater everywhere you drive or park your leaking car! 

Did you know that our drinking water in Conn Barracks comes from groundwater 

below? So if you see spots on the ground where your car is parked, do the following: 

1. Stop the leak ! Sometimes it is very easy to find the leak. Have your car 

repaired. 

2. Clean up the spill! Call the fire department at DSN 117 or 09721-96-117 to 

have your spill cleaned up. If you want to do it on your own, you can pick up some 

absorbent material at the fire department (Conn Barracks, Bldg. # 74 ), at the 

Hazardous Waste Storage Area (Conn Barracks, Bldg. # 147), or at the Self Help 

Shop (DPW Compound, Bldg. # 252). 

You want more tips from the  

Environmental Division?  

Check out our new webpage:  

http://www.schweinfurt.army.mil/

directorates/dpw/environmental/

environmental_flyers&factsheets.htm 

On our Flyers & Factsheet webpage, 

we have compiled a lot of interesting 

information on environmental purchas-

ing, handling of cleaning agents, en-

ergy saving, spill response, and more! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Nattererôs Bat (Myotis nattereri ) recorded 

at LTA Pf ändhausen  (TES Re-Survey 2011)  
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This newsletter also appears online at http://www.schweinfurt.army.mil/   For older editions see the archive at  

http://www.schweinfurt.army.mil/directorates/dpw/environmental/environmental_newsletter.htm  

Hedgehogs are cautious and timid mammals, 

about 8 inches in length and carrying 6000-8000 spikes. 

While they are quite common in Europe, they are not native 

to North America. Hedgehogs are night active animals. They 

feed on insects like slugs and beetles, but never on plants. 

With their outstanding sense of smell, hedgehogs locate 

food, as well as members of their own species.  In addition, their pronounced sense of hearing 

reaches even into the ultrasonic realm. Contrary to this, they have only meager eyesight. 

Hedgehogs make it a habit to lick and chew on interesting items, causing a white salivary foam 

around their snouts.  This is a harmless, natural occurrence and has nothing to do with rabies. 

When ground temperatures remain at around 0 degrees Celsius (32 degrees Fahrenheit) in fall, 

hedgehogs start searching for their winter quarters. They nest in ground depressions, hedges, 

and piles of brushwood to find protection against the cold. Due to the bareness of agricultural 

land, hedgehogs are increasingly attracted to the vicinity of human settlements, where they find 

food and shelter in hedges, heaps of fallen leaves and brushwood, or sheds.  

While hedgehogs pose no danger to humans, we are a 

danger for them. Often, wandering hedgehogs are hit by 

cars. Chemicals used in gardens destroy their food or even 

poison them. Leaf blowers and lawn mowers not only destroy 

nests, but can also kill these animals. 

Hedgehog - The Super Nose!  

H a l l o w e e n - S y m b o l :  T h e  B a t  

With Halloween just around the corner, 

here are some interesting facts about a 

Halloween-symbol that you can actually 

see in real life from dusk ótil 

dawn...bats! 

Hedgehogs pose NO DANGER 

to humans, but donôt touch 

them, since they have sharp 

spikes and can carry parasites! 

Bat Technology:  

Did you know that bats use ultrasonic echolocation for hunting? 

* Bats utter ultrasounds through the mouth and nose 

and use their echo for analyzing distance, direction, 

size, shape, and structure of flying insects. 

* Scientists utilize this system in order to detect bats.  The so-called ñBat-

Detectorsò record the ultrasounds and turn them into noises audible for 

the human ear.  Species-specific ultrasounds allow the identification of 

different species. 

Habitat & Hibernation:  

* Bats start searching for winter quarters towards 

the end of August.  They hibernate through mid-

March/early April.   

* After hibernation, males go to day quarters where 

they can leave each night for hunting.  The fe-

males gather in so called puerperium quarters 

providing shelter for their offspring which they 

nurture collectively. 

Threats:  

* Prey insects are often contaminated with pesti-

cides and other chemicals.  Once poisons are 

ingested, they accumulate in the batsô bodies, 

weakening themselves or their offspring. 

* Loss and lack of habitat for hibernation and day 

quarters.  Caves, cellars, and roof trusses are 

closed off and old growth forests are rare. 

* Traffic also poses a threat and causes casualties. 

Helping by Providing Shelter:  

* Batboxes are easily built and provide safe quar-

ters for this threatened species group. 

Bats at the Conn Back 40:  

Three species were recorded to be  

hunting at the Conn Back 40: 

* Leislerôs bat (Nyctalus leisleri) 

* Noctule (Nyctalus noctula) 

* Common Pipistrelle (Pipistrellus pipistrellus)   

Transition in HW Collection  

Starting 1 November 2012, the 

Garrison will have a new contract 

partner for disposing of Hazardous 

Waste (HW). This means all HW 

containers within the Garrison - 

more than 100 - have to be 

changed. Therefore, during a period 

of about four to six weeks, we might 

encounter some delays or other 

difficulties. To help facilitate the 

transition and reduce problems, 

please make sure to bring all your 

HW to your Hazardous Waste 

Collection Point (HWAP) or the 

Hazardous Waste Storage Area 

(Conn Barracks, Bldg. #147) by 15 

October 2012. Beginning in 

December, HW disposal should 

work smoothly again, as usual.  
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